service, that he sought war, not so much from a taste for
adventure as because the Czarist army was one of the
most feudal institutions in the Russian Empire *
'If you hit a drunken officer in the face, he was bound
either to kill you or to leave the army/ a worker with a
moustache explained to a young Red soldier and his neigh-
bour, a little Chinese mechanic They stared at him in
amazement
'Let's hear what the professor has to say,' said another
worker.
The revolution swept away the survivals of feudalism/
the old man went on 'Ungern represented the reaction
of the nobles, who were just the people that profited by
the feudal elements in the Czarist regime What could he
have done, I ask you, even under a bourgeois democratic
government?'
He looked round his audience inquiringly, but nobody
seemed disposed to answer him
'At a pinch, he might have gone to the colonies In
fact, it was in Transbaikalia that he served before 1914,'
continued the professor, and he waved his left hand in the
air His crimson glove slipped off his shrunken hand The
Chinese hastened to pick it up, but the glove remained
suspended in the air It was attached by a string to the
sleeve of the professor's overcoat
At the other end of the court-room, a group of young
students had surrounded a young man little older than
themselves
'You've been in Mongolia, Andrei,5 said one of them
cTell us something about the Bloody Baron'
'When I got to Urga        ' Andrei began
In his corner, the professor was still talking.
'In Mongolia Ungern went back to the Middle Ages
There he found a feudal regime which was centralized on
its spiritual side, though not on its secular side  In Europe,
Ungern would have seemed an absurd anachronism  In
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